
Greetings Fellow Dental Assistants, 

Since the last issue of the Accent there have been many things going on with our Associa-
tion.  The first was the Annual Scientific Session held in Regina this year.  We had great 
speakers, like  Gruen Von Behrens, with his presentation on Chew Tobacco and oral can-
cer. Both of his presentations were well attended and had a huge impact on all those in 
attendance.  The presentation by Olivia McIvor, on four generations in the work place pro-
vided a wealth of information to guide us towards having more tolerance and understand-
ing for the generations that we work with.  If you do not work in an intergenerational work-
place you may find application in another facet of your life (family, community, church in-
teraction).   

A highlight was definitely Rider Night!  The players in attendance were great sports, sign-
ing autographs and having their pictures taken over and over.  It was a fun evening even if 
I didn't win a set of tickets for the game that Sunday. 

Our AGM was held on the last afternoon of the session, with limited attendance by mem-
bers.  This is a concern for council as we go to a lot of work to prepare for it; the meeting 
content should be of interest to each member of the association.  Please consider taking 
that hour and attending next yearôs AGM. 

At our AGM we said farewell to Shelly Campbell after her time on council.  Shelly, we 
thank you for your time and wish you the best in the future.  This means that we are look-
ing for a new director  to fill this vacancy.  SDAA directors are elected to an initial three 
year term and are eligible to accept a second term.  There are two full meetings a year 
held on  Saturdays. They are generally held in late January/early February and May/June.  
We also encourage Council members to attend the scientific session each fall (which in-
cludes the AGM) with the cost of registration covered.  Council meetings are held in Re-
gina or Saskatoon and they alternate back and forth. There is occasionally an orientation 
or workshop on the Friday evening prior to a council meeting. We also have a 1.5 hour 
conference call at the end of August/early September.  A lot of the communication to direc-
tors is via email so anyone seeking this position needs to have email access.  If you are 
interested in a position on council please contact myself or any council member and we 
would be happy to talk to you. 

This past September I was fortunate enough to attend the General Meeting of the Cana-
dian Dental Assistants Association in   Toronto.  At the AGM, each province signed a new 
affiliation agreement, which confirms our support and outlines our expectations of the na-
tional organization.  Fortunately, each province has signed their agreement. It was indeed 
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they will make 
every effort to 
discuss revi-
sions with you 
prior to finaliza-

tion. 

ñAccent on Assistingò is published four 
times yearly by the Saskatchewan 
Dental Assistantsô Association.  All 

ñAccent on Assistingò requests  
submissions from dental assistants.  
Please forward a personal article or one 
that you have read and found interesting 
(be sure to append all of the publishing 
information so that our staff can apply for 
copyright permission), and indicate that 
you are submitting an article for the 
newsletter.  The staff reserves the right to 
edit all articles for content or length but 

rights reserved.  Contribution deadlines 

are February 1, July 15 & November 15.  

The opinions expressed in articles in this 
magazine are those of the authors or 
sources stated, and not those of the 
publisher.  The publisher is not 
responsible for the contents of articles in 

this magazine.   

Professional Associations 

Submission of Articles 
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pression techniques, CAD/CAM, im-
plants and choosing the correct 
shades for fixed and removable pros-
thetics.  Jeff also outlined just what 
happens from the time a case arrives 
at their facility until the time it is pack-
aged up and sent back to its respec-
tive office.  There was lots of good 
information from all three speakers.  
Thank you again, Robin for all your 
hard work in making each session so 
successful.   

Thank you to our Registrar and Ex-
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ecutive Director, Susan Anholt and 
staff, Tracey Taylor for the excellent job 
that they do for our Association this and 
every year.  

Be reminded that 2010 renewalôs are 
looming.  January 31 is the deadline. 

On behalf of council, we wish you all a 
blessed Christmas season with your 
family and friends. We look forward to 
whatever 2010 holds for the dental as-
sistants of Saskatchewan. 

Calla Effa, DA, President 

Thanks to the ñPatient First Reviewò 
conducted by Mr. Tony Dagnone, the 
Saskatchewan Health Care system 
will be realigned to reflect the values 
that have been intrinsic in the dental 
care delivery system. The report 
states, òOur current health care sys-
tem has been designed around the 
people who deliver the care. It is time 
to realign the values of Saskatche-
wanôs health system so that the pa-
tient is again made the centre of at-

tentionò.  It is well past time! 

Dr. B.E. White, Registrar of the Col-
lege of Dental Surgeons of Sas-
katchewan has advised SDAA that 
the CDSS is initiating a process for 
practice assessments ñto ensure that 
critical standards of practice in Sas-
katchewan oral health care facilities 
(dental practices) are being 

achieved.ò. The visitations will be 
conducted under the direction of the 
Practice Enhance-
ment Review Com-
mittee (P.E.R.C.) 
and it is assumed 
that all practices will 
be visited within a 3 - 
5 year period. With-
out a doubt, this will 
involve dental assis-
tants. An information 
sheet provided by the CDSS is in-

cluded with this mailing. 

Members are reminded that some 
registered Dental Assistants may hold 
a Temporary Restricted Practice li-
cence.  Each of these licensees will 
have a skill list, please encourage 
your employer to review the list and 

delegate tasks accordingly. 

The staff at the SDAA office wish each 
of you a blessed Christmas and a won-

derful 2010! 

Around the Office 

òCDSS introduces a Practice 

Enhancement Review Com-

mitteeó 

my pleasure and privilege to repre-
sent the Saskatchewan Association 
at these meetings. 

The last professional development 
session was held in Saskatoon on 
November 7th.  The topics were Ra-
diation Health and Safety, workplace 
injuries and how to deal with muscle, 
neck, shoulder and back strains and 
the exercises we need to utilize to 
help prevent them.  The last speaker 
was from Carlton Dental Lab.  Owner 
Jeff Scheirer, RDT  spoke about im-

Presidentõs Message 
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Post Graduate Courses 

Gingival Retraction Cord Workshop  

Entrance Requirements:  

Registrants must hold SDAA Registration and 

a Full Practising Licence.  

Course Information:  

SIAST Wascana Campus will be offering a 

Gingival Retraction Cord Workshop.   

The appropriate selection and placement of 

gingival retraction cord allows an accurate 

impression of a tooth preparation below the 

gingival margin.   

In this course you will discuss the selection 

of retraction cord and practice its placement 

and removal on mannequins in the clinic.  

DATE:   Saturday, April 24, 2010  

  Morning: 9amñ11:30pm 

LOCATION:  SIAST Wascana Campus  

  4500 Wascana Parkway 

  Regina , SK  S4P 3A3 

TUITION:  $85.00 (includes manual)  

COURSE REGISTRATION NUMBER: 032 - 3624  

DEADLINE:  April 2, 2010  

 Insertion & Carving of Amalgam Restorations  

Entrance Requirements:  

Registered and licensed as a Dental Assistant 

(Level II) or Registered Dental Hygienist.  

Successful completion of a course on the 

placement and removal of rubber dams, ma-

trices, and wedges.  

Successful completion of a course on the 

placement of liners and bases.  

Employment in a dental practice.  

Agreement by a mentor to prepare 20 cavity 

preparations on a dentoform manikin and in-

struct, supervise and evaluate preclinical re-

quirements on a dentoform manikin and clini-

cal requirements on dental practice patients.  

DATE:            March 20 & 21, 2010  

               Saturday & Sunday 9am -4pm 

LOCATION:   SIAST Wascana Campus  

             4500 Wascana Parkway 

              Regina , SK  S4P 3A3 

TUITION:     $1375 (includes your learning  

                      Materials and dentoform manikin)  

COURSE REGISTRATION NUMBER: 03 -3648  

DEADLINE: February 5, 2010  
minimum enrollment 10 students - maximum enrollment 16 students  

 

To Register, please contact :  

Registration Services  

SIAST Wascana Campus  

4500 Wascana Parkway 

PO Box 556 

Regina SK  S4P 3A3 

Phone in Regina call (306) 798 -4314 or Toll free in Saskatchewan: 1 -866 -467 -4278  

Fax: (306) 798 -1377 

 For more information please contact: Sandy Peach at (306) 775 -7474  



March 6,  2010 :SDAA Professional Development Day: 
West Harvest Inn Regina.  ñInfection Control Updateò & 
more. The course brochure will be circulated with your 

2010 receipt.   

April 15 -17, 2010: Pacific Dental Conference, Vancouver 

BC. Information at www.pdconf.com 

April 17, 2010: SDAA Professional Development Day: 
Western Development Museum, Saskatoon.   ñInfection 
Control Updateò & more. The course brochure will be circu-

lated with your 2010 receipt. 

April 23ñ25, 2010: Dental Therapy Convention - ñElk 

Ridge Resortò, North of Prince Albert.  Watch our website 

for details. 
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September 9ñ11, 2010: Scientific Sessionð

Saskatchewan Oral Health Professions, TCU Place, 

Saskatoon 

November 6, 2010: SDAA Professional Development Day:  

West Harvest Inn, Regina. 

 

ATTENTION: POST GRADUATE COURSES AVAILABLE 

THROUGH SIAST AND NAIT WILL BE POSTED IN THE 

EDUCATION SECTION OF THE SDAA WEBSITE. 

WWW.SDAA.SK.CA 

Christina Segovia-Laskowski, DA operates Filling In 4 You, a temporary placement service for dental office staff.  
She is seeking dental assistants for casual employment in both Regina and Saskatoon. If this interests you, contact 

her via email at fillingin4you@sasktel.net or phone 306-281-9730.   

You can also download the registration forms directly from the SDAA website.  Visit www.sdaa.sk.ca, click under 
Careers and select Job Board, then download the registration form.  Completed forms can be faxed to 306-931-

3199. 

Professional Development: Calendar of Events 



Examining Board and a long term vi-
sion for the examination.  She was 
instrumental in the achievement of 
universal usage of the written and 
clinical examination through her lead-
ership within the Dental Assisting 

Regulatory Authorities of Canada. 

Susan is a strong leader.  She is rec-
ognized nationally in the dental assist-
ing community and has been called 
upon countless times for her leader-
ship ability.  Her knowledge of the 
history and workings of dental assist-

ing is matched by few. 

She is an Honorary Life Member of 
the Saskatchewan Dental Assistantsô 
Association and the Canadian Dental 
Assistantsô Association.  Susan is also 
a recipient of the Penny Waite 
Achievement Award and the Susan 

Anholt Mentorship Award. 

In addition, she has held a long list of 
positions on various community 
boards and committees, such as 
Parks and Recreation, Church Vestry 
Member, Parish Council member, Re-
cycling Center Project, Council of the 
College of Emmanuel and St. Chad, 
Dinner Theatre coordinator, chair of 
2010 Committee and Chamber of 
Commerce treasurer, managing pro-
jects such the walking trail construc-
tion, community picnic, water tower 
restoration and snowman park resto-
ration.  She has done all this while 
maintaining a busy farm life with hus-
band Lorne and raising 3 sons, Mar-

shall, Kent and Drew.  
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tive Director of the Saskatchewan 
Dental Assistantsô Association.  She 
held the sole position of Executive 
Director until 2000 when she added 
Registrar to her list of work for the 

SDAA.   

Over the years, Susan has held vari-
ous volunteer positions including 
President of the Saskatoon Dental 
Assistantsô Society; President of the 
Saskatchewan Dental Assistantsô As-
sociation in 1978, 1979 and1980; 
Council member on the College of 
Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan 
circa 1980 ï 1986 and1992 ï 1994; 
Member of the CDAA Board of Direc-
tors circa 1980 through to 1989 as this 
position became part of the Adminis-
trative Assistant position in 1985.  
While on CDAA she served on their 

membership levy commit-
tee and strategic planning 
committee.  She is a Past 
President of the National 
Dental Assisting Examin-
ing Board, long standing 
Chair of the Dental Assis-
tantsô Regulatory Authori-
ties, served on the Occu-
pational Standards for 
Dental Assisting Working 
Group and past commit-
tee and board member of 
the Commission on Den-
tal Accreditation of Can-

ada.  

Susan was instrumental 
in the development of the 
National Dental Assisting 

The Marg Steckler Award of Excel-
lence recognizes individuals who 
strive for strength of character and 
integrity, promote a national vision, 
promote and support lifelong learning, 
has held a position on the SDAA 
board or council, has participated on a 
SDAA committee, held a dental assis-
tant licence in Saskatchewan for a 
minimum of five years and holds na-
tional certification of the National Den-
tal Assisting Examining Board certifi-

cate. 

In 1972 Susan graduated from the 
Dental Assisting Program at Kelsey 
Institute.  From 1972 to 1983 she 
worked in private practice in Saska-
toon, while holding term positions in 
the Dental Assisting Program at Kel-
sey.  In 1981 she became the Execu-

Susan Anholt is awarded The Marg Steckler Award of Excellence 

Susan Anholt (left)  and Calla Effa (right) 


